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PART 1: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET –  
Introduction to the Slovak Automotive Sector  

 

•  The official Opening & Welcome  
provided by guest of honour, Ambassador of 
the Slovak Republic to the United Kingdom 

•  His Excellency highlighted his country’s 
political stability, transparent economic 
rules, predictable legal environment and 
stable currency.  

•  HOST: Mr David HILLAN – Introduction to the 
GRANT THORNTON OFFICE, the TEAM &the premises 

•  HEADLINE PARTNERS GRANT THORNTON & TATRA 
BANKA WITH THE AMBASSADOR 

DAY	01	

DAY	01	



PART 1: Introduction to the Slovak Automotive Sector  
 

DR Wilfred Serles:,  
Headline partner and Managing Partner of Grant Thornton, Slovakia  
Opening Plenary Session and Keynote Speech  
Slovakia and its position in Central and Eastern Europe –  
A key force in Business.  

Dr Serles demonstrated ery keen interest & very close relationship that 
he has with Slovakia, as an Austrian there is no higher praise for “the most 
outstanding country in central and eastern Europe.”  
He went on to give us a very informative and interesting overview of the 
country.  



PART 1: Introduction to the Slovak Automotive Sector  

Mr Milan Gavlak,  
Head of Strategic Projects, SARIO – 
The SLOVAK TRADE & INVESTMENT AGENCY 
key facts of the Automotive sector in 
Slovakia 

 
AN introduction to car production 
and the Slovak Republic in which the 
audience received a very full and 
clear picture of the OEM set up and 
Tier one companies that are located 
within Slovakia. 



PART 1: Introduction to the Slovak Automotive Sector  
 

Mr Juraj Valachy,  
Senior Economic Analyst from the Tatra bankA 
Macroeconomics and banking sector in Slovakia 

After a very accurate and informative presentation CONTAIniNG updates  
on HR, Employment as well as information the audience needed to know on 
macroeconomics and Slovakia. 



PART 2: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET  
Opportunity within the Slovak Automotive Sector 

MR GRAHAM THOMPSETT, Head of Talent acquisition JLR 
The Automotive Recruitment Vision 

 

 

Mr Les Ratcliffe, MBE, Head of Community Relations, JLR 
JLR & the Role of CSR IN AUTOMOTIVE & the COMMUNITY 

 



PART 2 - Opportunity within the Slovak Automotive Sector 
 

MR GRAHAM THOMPSETT, Head of Talent acquisition JLR 
The Automotive Recruitment Vision 

 
Mr Thompsett is currently working as Head of Talent Acquisition globally. 
In this role Graham is responsible for Future Talent (Grads/Under Grads & 
Apprentices). Mr Thompsett gave US a very dynamic presentation capturing 
the true “JLR” emotion very nicely. An Excellent account of setting up an 
international business in CHINA. 

Mr Les Ratcliffe, MBE, Head of Community Relations, JLR 
JLR & the Role of CSR IN AUTOMOTIVE & the COMMUNITY 
 
A key element of Les’ role is delivering a Community Relations Strategy that 
supports investment into charitable giving, Education development, 
Volunteering and Community Cohesion. This has now been developed into a 
Global Community CSR programme including Brazil and more recently 
Slovakia where JLR are constructing new Manufacturing facilities.  

 



PART 2 - Opportunity within the Slovak Automotive Sector  

Mr Charles JD Toosey, 
Associate Director from Grant Thornton UK 
key drivers in the future of manufacturing & automotive supply chains  

Mr Toosey is an Authority on Automotive. He leads the automotive advisory 
division of Grant Thornton in the UK. Prior to joining Grant Thornton, he 
worked for 25 years in the automotive industry for General Motors and 
Saab. Formerly the Global Sales and Marketing Director for Orio AB. 



PART 2 - Opportunity within the Slovak Automotive Sector 

Mr Boris Dula.,  
CEO of CEIT  
The Logistics revolution from 
Slovakia 

 
CEIT is a very well known company 
in Slovakia and very innovative.  
It has its own unique concept of 
intelligent logistics systems for 
Smart Factories, a connection to a 
real, digital and virtual factory.  

The presentation illustrated the 
technology of CEIT and some of the 
new innovations that the company 
is working on.  



PART 2 - Opportunity within the Slovak Automotive Sector 

Mr Pete Rogers,  
General Manager of Europe  
for Ness Digital Engineering 
 
Mr Rogers has worked closely 
with organisations across 15 
countries in sectors including 
Digital Media, Automotive, 
Broadcasting, Financial Services 
and Telecoms.”  

Mr Rogers’ gave a very informative 
presentation. He explained all 
about NESS KDC and its set up in the 
east of Slovakia , Kosice. He also 
explained why a global presence 
like NESS found it so important to 
open up offices in Slovakia 12 
years ago.  



PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIES  
EXPERT PANEL DISUSSION ON SLOVAKIA 

PROMOTION 
Limited 
edition 

online 
support PARTNER 

PaneLlists 
Ms Zuzana Kostialova, Head of Large Corporate Clients Division, Tatra Banka.  
THE VOICE OF SLOVAK BUSINESS, Christopher Plant. MR Les Ratcliffe, MBE, Head of 
Community Relations, Jaguar Land Rover. Mr Wilfried Serles, Managing Partner, Grant 
Thornton, Slovakia. Mr Boris Dula, CEO and Chairman of the Board, CEIT. Mr Pete Rogers, 
General Manager Europe, Ness Digital Engineering and finally Mr Milan Gavlak, Head of 
Strategic Projects, Slovak Investment & Trade Development Agency (SARIO).  

THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
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PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIEs 
 

Mr Chris Baumann, 
Aktrion Group,  
Group Managing Director 
BRITISH Experience and 
development in Slovakia 

 

Mr Baumann talked about the 
positives of doing business in 
Slovakia, echoing what he had 
heard in the earlier Panel of 
experts and how straight 
forward it was compared to many 
other central and eastern 
European countries where Aktrion 
also have business set up. 



PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIEs 

Mr Damian Williams, 
Key Account Manager for GEFCO UK 
global and international logistics 
for manufactures 
 

With many years of Automotive 
leasing, rental and fleet 
management experience. Not only 
in the UK but also internationally 
and has successfully worked with 
motor manufacturers, leasing 
companies and Tier 1 finance 
houses in Europe, the Middle East, 
USA and China.  

Damien informed the audience 
about The global solutions of 
GEFCO and its logistic capabilities 
in the Slovak republic. 

He also provided a very good 
account of the GEFCO Vision. 



PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIEs 

Mr Marian Christenko, CEO of KOSIT 
with KATARINA MANDELOVA, 
Executive maNAGER of KOSIT WEST 

Waste management and the impact 
on the environment In Slovakia and 
automotive 
 

KOSIT DEAL with waste management 
services for the city of Kosice. 
KOSIT presented their concept for 
waste management and how 
Slovakia copes with waste in 
comparison with other European 
countries.  

 

The presentation was interesting 
not only to understand about the 
management of waste but also how 
it effects automotive.  



PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIEs 

LUGERA & MAKLER – Our services 

Search & Selection 
Are you looking for new talents? We are more than happy to 
introduce them to you 

Executive Search 
We will find the best specialists for your team. 

Mass Recruitment 
Lugera can deliver both quality and quantity  
in a short period of time. 

 



PART 3: THE SLOVAK AUTOMOTIVE MARKET – Business CASE STUDIEs 

COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL 

 

Colliers International is one of  
the leading commercial property 
advisory firms in Slovakia providing a 
complete range of real estate 
services to multinational 
corporations, investors, funds, 
foreign, and domestic developers. 

Our market research tracks all 
commercial sales and leasing activity 
in Bratislava and other parts of 
Slovakia on a regular basis.  

This information, coupled with 
projections of vacancy, absorption 
and rental rates, are important tools 
for our agents.  



PART 4: B2b customer meeting session 
THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
BUSINESS



PART 5: AFTER DRINKS RECEPTION 
THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
BUSINESS



PART 5: AFTER DRINKS RECEPTION 
THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
BUSINESS



THE AUDIENCE:  AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY CHAIN ROADSHOW 
THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
BUSINESS



PART 6: FORUM SLOVAKIA 

Day 2 would be a very relaxed affair with 
audience participation and a very open set of 
discussions.  With Jaguar Land Rover, Grant 
Thornton, SARIO, NESS, and finally the British 
automotive panel who would discuss their 
expansion into Slovakia.  

DAY	02	 THE VOICE
OF SLOVAK
BUSINESS



PART 6: FORUM SLOVAKIA – STATE AID & INVESTMENT  
OPPORTUNITY IN SLOVAKIA 

Dr Wilfried Serles,  
Managing Partner, Grant Thornton, Slovakia 

An open discussion based on State Aid and 
Investment opportunities in Slovakia.  

Mr Milan Gavlak & Mr Christopher Plant we asked 
to join DR Serles in discussions and to engage in 
this interactive session, They spent 40 minutes 
discussing various areas including tax, finance & 
all that would be interesting to our audience.  

THE VOICE
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PART 6 – FORUM SLOVAKIA 

Mr Les Ratcliffe, MBE, Head of Community Relations, JLR  
CSR & engaging with the future automotive workforce.  
 
This is where Mr Ratcliffe explained in more detail about JLR’s successful 
China and Brazil CSR program that is coming to Slovakia and why it is so 
important to have a first class CSR strategy in place in automotive.  
Mr Plant thanked Mr Ratcliffe again for his time and support during the 
last one and a half years.  



PART 6 – FORUM SLOVAKIA 

Mr Tomas Futas, Program Director & Mr Rudolf 
Slavka, Senior Development Manager, NESS KDC 
 
Mr Futas would give us a very informative 
overview of IT in Automotive including new 
products on the market and the software 
development for Autonomous Driving, HD Maps, 
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems which 
made for a very interesting show. 

 

continuing on from him with “Fleet management 
at a glance”, was Mr Rudolf Slavka, Senior 
Development Manager, NESS KDC. He explained 
about 3D road system models for helping 
systems in the car and the visuals technology 
and portfolio. The bigger your fleet is, the more 
important is to manage it effectively and 
benefit from it on return. There are ways to 
keep your drivers safe and save costs in 
addition stated Mr Slavka.  



PART 6 – FORUM SLOVAKIA 

Mr Milan Gavlak,  
Head of Strategic Projects, SARIO – The 
SLOVAK TRADE & INVESTMENT AGENCY 
key facts of the Automotive sector in 
Slovakia 

 
Mr Plant, Founder and Managing Director of 
The Voice of Slovak Business and Mr Milan 
Gavlak, Head of Strategic Projects from 
SARIO took their seats to discuss the 
overview of the OEMS: KIA, VW, PSA.  

There was some great input from the 
audience with particular reference to Kia 
and VW. 

the gentlemen had a very interesting 
discussion about how these OEMS were 
positioned and what their model in Slovakia 
was, How the companies were working with 
tier 1 companies and what opportunity may 
arise in the future. 
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PART 6: FORUM SLOVAKIA – Business CASE STUDIES  
EXPERT PANEL DISUSSION ON BRITISH BUSINESS IN SLOVAKIA 

PaneLlists 
Mr Chris Baumann, Group Managing Director, Aktrion GrouP. Mr Chris Sipos, 
New Business Director, Arlington Automotive. Mr Sean Downey, Business 
Development Manager, Hi-Technology Group and Mr Michael Melvin, Finance & 
IT Director, Lander Automotive  



PART 6: FORUM SLOVAKIA  
Business CASE STUDIES  
EXPERT PANEL DISUSSION ON SLOVAKIA 

PROMOTION 
Limited 
edition 

online 
support PARTNER 

THE VOICE OF SLOVAK BUSINESS: 
 

Mr Christopher Plant  
FOUNDER & Managing Director 

Ms Adela KOVAROVA 
Director Project Management 
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