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20 April 2021 
LIGNA 2023 (May, 15 to 19): 

Next regular LIGNA in May 2023 - LIGNA.21 will not take place 

- Digital networking and content platform will be launched in fall 2021 

- Next Rosenheim LIGNA.Conference in early summer 2022 

 

Hannover, Germany. Hannover. The next regular LIGNA will be held from May 15 to 

19, 2023. The event scheduled for this year from September 27 to October 1 will not 

take place in this event cycle. Due to the continuing high level of infection worldwide 

in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the slow national and international progress 

on vaccination and thus the continuing existence of travel restrictions, Deutsche 

Messe, together with the VDMA Woodworking Machinery, has taken the decision to 

cancel the world's leading trade show for woodworking and wood processing plant, 

machinery and tools. 

 

“Uncertainties in the wake of the pandemic still remain very high worldwide. In close 

consultation with the VDMA, we have therefore decided to cancel LIGNA as a physical 

event in 2021“, says Dr. Jochen Köckler, Chairman of the Managing Board of Deutsche 

Messe AG. “In order to offer the industry a platform for innovations, knowledge 

exchange and networking, alternatively we will set up a digital networking and 

content platform that will be launched at the end of September. We are also planning 

the Rosenheim LIGNA.Conference in early summer 2022. For both event formats, we 

are incorporating the many new insights and positive experiences from the recently 

hosted HANNOVER MESSE Digital Edition.”  

Press Release 
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“The decision to cancel LIGNA in this event cycle was very difficult for all of us. 

Together with our partner Deutsche Messe and together with the exhibitors, the 

companies in the woodworking and wood processing industry, we fought to hold 

LIGNA as the world's most important industry platform this year. Commitment from 

the market has been exceptionally high right up to the end - even in these uncertain 

times. This has given us all a lot of tailwind in recent weeks. At LIGNA, we have to take 

into account that entire machine parks are designed, set up and presented in live 

operation with a long lead time and a great deal of effort. This requires many months 

of trade show planning. This is the reason, why we have now been forced to make a 

decision on holding LIGNA in the fall in order to give our customers the necessary 

planning security. Another postponement makes no sense in view of the innovation 

cycles of the companies and in view of the next LIGNA, which will take place again in 

May 2023. Unfortunately, there is no alternative to the cancellation this year”, adds 

Dr. Bernhard Dirr, Managing Director of VDMA Woodworking Machinery. 

 

“LIGNA's unique selling point is live demonstrations of tools, machinery and 

equipment, up to complete production lines. This is what LIGNA stands for and this is 

what makes up the brand essence of the event. We are now focusing on planning and 

preparing the LIGNA in May 2023 as the next regular show date as another 

international and innovative trade show and having this live experience with 

technology to discover, to touch and to try out, back in Hannover“, says Christian 

Pfeiffer, Global Director LIGNA & Woodworking Shows at Deutschen Messe. “With the 

digital networking and content platform along our focus topics in September this year 

and the Rosenheim LIGNA.Conference in early summer 2022, LIGNA will remain the 

driving force for the international woodworking and processing industry”, Pfeiffer 

continues. 
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About LIGNA 

LIGNA showcases the full range of products and services for the primary and 

secondary industries: tools, machinery and plant for individual and series production, 

surface technology, wood-based materials production, sawmill technology, energy 

from wood, machine components and automation technology, as well as machinery 

and plant for forestry, log and sawn timber production. There will also be special 

formats such as the LIGNA.Forum, the Wood Industry Summit for the forestry and 

primary industries and the theme-oriented Guided Tours. The LIGNA 2023 will be held 

from May 15 to 19. 

 

Further information on the event can be found at www.ligna.de/en.  

 

No. of characters (incl. spaces): 4 140 

 

Your contact for further information: 

 

Dagmar Wolf 
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