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Useful links for guidance on moving goods between UK and EU from 1 

January 2021  

 

Getting Started:  

 

● Keep Business Moving 

 

Trade with the UK from 1 January 2021 as a business based in the EU 

 

Brexit transition 

 

Starting to import: Moving goods from EU countries - GOV.UK 

 

Moving Goods Over Midnight   

 

HMRC videos, webinars and email alerts  

 

● Border Operating Model and How to import and export goods  

 

The Border with the European Union 

 

Prepare to Import Goods to GB from 1 January 2021    

 

Prepare to Export Goods from Great Britain from 1 January 2021   

 

How to import goods from the EU into GB from January 2021 

 

How to export goods from GB into the EU from January 2021 

 

● EstablishTerms and Conditions(Incoterms) 

 

International trade contracts and incoterms - great.gov.uk 

 

Incoterms® 2020 - ICC 

 

● EORI Numbers  

 

Get an EORI number - GOV.UK 

 

EU National Customs Websites | Taxation and Customs Union 

 

French Customs Authorities - EU EORI  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/eubusiness
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/starting-to-import/moving-goods-from-eu-countries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ongoing-customs-movements-and-procedures-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-webinars-email-alerts-and-videos?utm_source=referrer&utm_campaign=card-transaction-programme&utm_medium=1-to-many-letter&utm_content=educational
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925140/BordersOpModel.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-to-import-to-great-britain-from-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-to-export-from-great-britain-from-january-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/910155/How_to_import_goods_from_the_EU_into_GB_from_January_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/927051/How_to_export_goods_from_GB_into_the_EU_from_January_2021.pdf
https://www.great.gov.uk/advice/international-trade-contracts-and-incoterms/
https://iccwbo.org/resources-for-business/incoterms-rules/incoterms-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/national-customs-websites_en
https://www.douane.gouv.fr/fiche/businesses-check-your-eori-number
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● Establishment in the UK 

 

Check if you’re established in the UK or EU for customs 

 

Who should register for VAT (VAT Notice 700/1) - GOV.UK 

 

● Northern Ireland 

 

Sign up for the Trader Support Service 

 

Moving goods under the Northern Ireland Protocol 

 

Export Goods outside the EU    

 

Import Goods from outside the EU   

 

Accounting for Goods moving from GB to NI from 1 January 2021   

 

 

 

Customs Procedures:  

 

● Simplified Procedures 

 

Delaying declarations for EU goods brought into Great Britain from 1 January 2021 

 

Apply to use simplified declarations for imports 

 

Check if you can delay customs payments and declarations 

 

● Deferred Duty Payments 

 

Apply for an account to defer duty payments when you import or release goods into 

Great Britain from 1 January 2021 

 

● Facilitations for reusable packaging  

 

● https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-to-import-goods-temporarily-to-the-uk-or-eu 

  

● https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-get-import-duty-relief-on-goods-using-

temporary-admission#reusable-packaging 

 

● VAT 

 

Who should register for VAT (VAT Notice 700/1) - GOV.UK 

 

VAT registration - GOV.UK 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-established-in-the-uk-or-eu-for-customs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat/vat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trader-support-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://www.gov.uk/export-goods-outside-eu
https://www.gov.uk/import-goods-outside-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accounting-for-vat-on-goods-moving-between-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021/accounting-for-vat-on-goods-moving-between-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/declaring-goods-brought-into-great-britain-from-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-delay-customs-duty-and-import-vat
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-account-to-defer-duty-payments-when-you-import-or-release-goods-into-great-britain
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-account-to-defer-duty-payments-when-you-import-or-release-goods-into-great-britain
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fapply-to-import-goods-temporarily-to-the-uk-or-eu&data=04%7C01%7Clynsay.neil%40hmrc.gov.uk%7C2f285b3d977647572b7408d8a756f5ea%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637443339214266471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=COZqz0i%2Bm0sez%2Fphf4z%2BIilBGYmLLd36cTQaxUMYGqc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fcheck-if-you-can-get-import-duty-relief-on-goods-using-temporary-admission%23reusable-packaging&data=04%7C01%7Clynsay.neil%40hmrc.gov.uk%7C2f285b3d977647572b7408d8a756f5ea%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637443339214266471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=X17tZer909YUE28Qlbo3vUr2wHzyfoi7eFfCtWZrflA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fcheck-if-you-can-get-import-duty-relief-on-goods-using-temporary-admission%23reusable-packaging&data=04%7C01%7Clynsay.neil%40hmrc.gov.uk%7C2f285b3d977647572b7408d8a756f5ea%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637443339214266471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=X17tZer909YUE28Qlbo3vUr2wHzyfoi7eFfCtWZrflA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat
https://www.gov.uk/vat-registration


 

3 

Changes to VAT treatment of overseas goods from 1 January 2021  

A 

 

Guidance for Vat on overseas goods sold to customers in GB using online 

marketplaces from 1 January 2021     

 

 

 

● Tariffs 

 

Check UK trade tariffs from 1 January 2021 - GOV.UK 

 

Guidance to UK Tariffs from 1 January 2021         

 

Changes to Legal Rulings from 1 January 2021    

 

 

 

● Customs intermediary or agent 

 

List of customs agents and fast parcel operators in UK  

 

● Excise Goods  

 

Exporting excise goods to the EU from 1 January 2021 

 

Importing excise goods to the UK from the EU from 1 January 2021 

 

● Controlled Goods - Import Controls 

 

Import controls - GOV.UK 

 

● Common Transit Convention 

 

European Commission Transit Manual 

 

UK Supplement to the Transit Manual 

 

●  Rules of Origin 
 

Check Goods meet the rules of origin     

 

 

Importing and Exporting Animal Food and Plants: 

 

● Export Health Certificates  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-vat-treatment-of-overseas-goods-sold-to-customers-from-1-january-2021/changes-to-vat-treatment-of-overseas-goods-sold-to-customers-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-and-overseas-goods-sold-to-customers-in-great-britain-using-online-marketplaces-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-and-overseas-goods-sold-to-customers-in-great-britain-using-online-marketplaces-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/check-tariffs-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-tariffs-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/changes-to-legal-rulings-for-the-classification-of-goods-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-customs-agents-and-fast-parcel-operators
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exporting-excise-goods-to-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-excise-goods-to-the-uk-from-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-controls
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/customs/procedural_aspects/transit/common_community/index_en.htm
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageOnlineServices_ShowContent&id=HMCE_PROD1_027792&propertyType=document
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-your-goods-meet-the-rules-of-origin
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Get an Export Health Certificate  

 

 

● Live Animals and Animal Products - GB-EU 

 

Importing animals, animal products and high-risk food and feed not of animal origin 

from 1 January 2021 

 

Importing products of non-animal origin 

 

Find an export health certificate - GOV.UK 

 

UK border control posts: animal and animal product imports 

 

● High Risk Food and Feed 

 

Importing high-risk food and feed 

 

● SPS - guidance on plant and plant product imports 

 

Plant Health Portal - Post Transition Guidance 

 

Importing and exporting plants and plant products from 1 January 2021 

 

Importing products of non animal origin 

 

● SPS - List of high priority plants 

 

High Priority Plants 

 

● ISPM15 International wood packaging standards 

 

IPPC - Regulation of wood packaging material in international trade 

 

● Chemicals  

 

How to comply with REACH chemical Regulations 

 

● CITES (International Trade in Endangered Species) 

 

Import or export endangered species: check if you need a CITES permit 

 

Apply for CITES permits and certificates to move or trade endangered species 

 

Trading CITES-listed specimens through UK ports and airports from 1 January 2021 

 

● Food Labelling 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-an-export-health-certificate?utm_campaign=transition_p3g&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=seg&utm_content=ala_act57&
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin-from-1-january-2021
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/importing-products-of-non-animal-origin
https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-border-control-posts-animal-and-animal-product-imports
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/importing-high-risk-food-and-feed
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/eu-exit-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-plants-and-plant-products-from-1-january-2021
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/importing-products-of-non-animal-origin
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/923654/high-priority-plants-list.odt
https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/regulation-wood-packaging-material-international-trade-0/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-comply-with-reach-chemical-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cites-imports-and-exports
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-cites-permits-and-certificates-to-trade-endangered-species
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-cites-listed-specimens-through-uk-ports-and-airports-from-1-january-2021
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Food and drink labelling changes from 1 January 2021 

 

Importing and exporting plants and plant products from 1 January 2021 

 

Food Standards Agency: Homepage 

 

Importing products of non-animal origin 

 

● Exporting Medicines to the EU 

 

Register for the National Export System to make an export declaration 

 

● Controlled Goods- Import/Export Licences 

 

Controlled drugs: import and export licences - GOV.UK 

 

● CE and UKCA markings / Regulations of Manufactured Goods 

 

Placing manufactured goods on the market in Great Britain from 1 January 2021 

 

Using the UKCA mark from 1 January 2021 - GOV.UK 

 

Conformity assessment bodies: change of status from 1 January 2021 

 

● UK Strategic Exports 

 

UK Strategic Export Control Lists - GOV.UK 

 

Transport: 

 

● Haulier’s handbook 

 

Transporting goods between Great Britain and the EU from 1 January 2021: 

guidance for hauliers and commercial drivers 

 

● Check a HGV is ready to cross the border and Kent Access Permit  

 

check-an-hgv-is-ready-to-cross-the-border-demo.fbplatform.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

● ECMT 

 

ECMT international road haulage permits - GOV.UK 

 

● Goods moving over midnight; 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/food-and-drink-labelling-changes-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-plants-and-plant-products-from-1-january-2021
https://www.food.gov.uk/
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/importing-products-of-non-animal-origin
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-declarations-and-the-national-export-system-export-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/controlled-drugs-import-and-export-licences
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-great-britain-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-mark-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conformity-assessment-bodies-change-of-status-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-strategic-export-control-lists-the-consolidated-list-of-strategic-military-and-dual-use-items
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transporting-goods-between-great-britain-and-the-eu-from-1-january-2021-guidance-for-hauliers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transporting-goods-between-great-britain-and-the-eu-from-1-january-2021-guidance-for-hauliers
https://check-an-hgv-is-ready-to-cross-the-border-demo.fbplatform.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ecmt-international-road-haulage-permits
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION Brussels, 14 July 2020 REV2 – 

replaces the notes “Guidance on customs” (REV1) dated 22 

November 2019, see section 5.3 for EU position  

 

● Data: 

 

Using personal data in your business or other organisation from 1 January 2021  

 

Data protection at the end of the transition period 

 

● Placing goods on the UK Market:  

 

Placing manufactured goods on the market in Great Britain from 1 January 2021 

 

End 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/guidance-customs-procedures_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/guidance-customs-procedures_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/guidance-customs-procedures_en_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-personal-data-in-your-business-or-other-organisation-after-the-transition-period
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period/data-protection-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-great-britain-from-1-january-2021

